He’s not too old to achieve dream—to cycle around the world
Fuife, 2005 }

By CHRIS TALBOTT
Staff Writer

Higuie Chaellet wis tobd he was too old Lo pursue his
dream of cyeling arcund the world,

More than 42 000 miles and [ive years later, Uuel-
let chased his dream right on through Fairbanks and
toward Deadhorse, stopping only briefly over the
weekend before starting one of the loneliest stretch-
ea of his trip.
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“It's o wery beautiful plece,” Chuellet, 55, said of

Alaska. “There are many beautiful places.”

And the Matane, Quebec, resident has zeen a bod
af that |'u,'a||,|1._l|l ovier Lhe kst five ViEIrs ]'ILIl.ll'.'I'ﬂ'i.ﬂﬂ a
::ip:riz.r,u.hII '|:.|||ll;r|‘n. Digellet hag hit sax of the world's
peven continents (he'll skip Antaretical, and figures
he has about 12,000 miles to go before he hangs up
his biker's shoris.

He started his trip in Quebec ond pedaled
through the United States, then Central and South
America ull the way to Tierra Del Fuogo

He canght a plane to Capetown, South Africa, and
started the trip north into Europe, then over to Asia,
After that, he headed bo Australin and New Fealand,
After another ride through Asin, he flew from Seoul,
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South Koren, to Anchorage this summer.
Along the way he was robbed in Ethiopia and has
receivid kindnesaes he never dreamed of, Ouelled

. expeected Lo work in his field of marketing in Europe

and Australia, but said he's been able to spend most
of his time pedaling, thanks to the free things be's
been given. In Panana, the kocal Schwinn distributor
wis 80 enamored with his trip that he sponsored
Cuellet for two vears. And in Taiwan, the bocal bike
Aub met him on the road and offered o hand.

Here in Fairbanks, he spent two days hunkered
down in & tent before pushing north Tucaday after-
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ON THE ROAD STILL—Rene Ouellet, 55, of Matane, Ouebec, Canada, heads north on the Steese
Highway as he continues his biking trek around the world Tuesday afternoon. He has pedaled about
42,000 miles so far.
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“I hate rain,” he said in his thick French-Canndi-
un accent

Whether the viias along the Dalton Highway will
inspire the kind of memories be has from places like
Capetown and Malaysia remains to be seen. But
Cuellet has the kind of attitude that has kept his
bike pointed loward destinations unknown

“The favorite place for me” he said, "is my
place.”
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